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It wes in Novembor, 1945, almost 13 rs ogo, that Profosscr Hayek,
who has became world famous thr his dbock, The Road to Serfiom
was on o lecturs tuur through /omerica and Eurcpe. In the course 1
this tur, he aldircase! the stulents of the University of ZUrich anl
wis afterwards invited to 2 reception givan by 5 group of listinguishol
Swiss industrialists and roprosentatives <f the banking an! insurance
business. Jdter linnor they liscussal the possibilitios of rogener-
ating the ideas of classical liberalism in order to refute the growing
Janger of socialiam in tha period following the Sceont World Wear,

Whan asked by cne _f the participants of the party what Professor
Hoyek would rocommend ahoulld be 2one to propagate am ecomomic
systom which would be compatible with sar frec political system, the
Frefennor wisoly responded that it was act his j. b to make propaganda -
that bo coul! caly comcomtrate on the search for truth, It would be the
task of cther men to publiclae these 1deas 1o other pesple but there
wore cortain things, Frofessor Hayek continuel, about which intellec-
tuals share the same ¢ avicticn, and which could be dame, and even
should be dome. COn his tour through the Unitod States, and through the
diffarent countries of Eurcpe, he hal met 5 many men who entirely
agroed with his views that it would be an enormous help if these

pecple - caly two or three Jozen utstanling persontlities - could come
together and meet for about = wook somewhere in a Swiss Hotel in order
to discuss basic problema of an sconomic order and erect the {ounda-
ticm of a now liberalism in the westora world,

Only one year later, the author of this article was able to raise sud-
ficient momey from Swiss business mon to pay free board for about
fifty pacple for ten Jays in a Swiss Hotol, Professor Hayek, then
staying in Chicags, succeedel in raising the nocessary funds for the
travelling expensos of & Jozen Americans to Switzerlanl and we both
agread to senld out invitations o about one hundrel cconcmists, socio-
lcgists, historians, journalists an! social philosophers, mainly first-
rate acholare at umerican ani ZSurcpean universitios,
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A group of ecoonomiats, Ristarians, pblloeoplere snd other stu-
dents of public affairs from Darcpe and the hited States met ot
Mont Pelerin, Svitzerland, from April lst to 10th, 1007, to dis-
Cusd 2o Srisio of our times. This group, belng desirows of por-
potuating 1ts exlotence for promoting fw-tder intercowrse asd for
iaviting the collsborution of cther like-minded poyocns, has

agreed e tie following statemeat of alms.

The ceatral valuss of civilisstion aro in dsnger. Over large
strotchoas of the eartk's surfuce tiem ossontisl ccnditions of
Buman dignity end froedcs daw alrosdy dissppeared. In others
they sro undor comptent monace from the dowlopmont of curreat
tondencsion of policy. Tho poeitica of thoe isdividusl and t¥o
volitary group are progressively wdsrwinoed by oxteasicns of are
bitrary powor. Even thot moet preolous poesssaicn of Wostern
Men, froedom of thought and oxproocaics, is thxvatesed Yy tia
opreed of <roeds wiich, claining the privilege of tolorence

o mioority, oeok oaly to cotadlish a
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soclety in vidah fivedin may be effoctivoly presorved.

wiat 1o essentially an ideclogicoal movenont must
lloctual arguent and the yusssorticn of wlid

havisg nade a prelininary cxploration of the
of tho cpinion that further ctudy is dssiradle inter
alin in regerd to the following mattore:

xplanation of the nature of the jresent <xlasis

¢
%
:

Tho soosidility of esmtadlighizg nminimun stasdardn by means nos
ininical to initiative and tio fNmcticaing of the nmarket.



5. Mothods of ocmbating tke misuse of history for the furtderance
of cyeeds hostile %0 liderty.

6. The jroblem of the creatice of an iztersaticnal order oczducive

%0 the safogmpding of peaco axd 1liderty and pormitting the A
establiskment of harmonlous intermaticoal econcmic rolations.

The group doos =ot asplye to ocaduct pocpaganda. It oeeka %00
establisk =0 moticuloms asd hampering crtdodoxy. It aligns
iteelf with no particulsr party. Its odlect 1» sololy, Yy
facllitating the oxchange of viewe ancag minds Lospired by
certaln ifeals snd btroed ccncepticsms Bold in owmmds to ocatrl-
bute to the preserwaticn and improvesent of the frve society.

Aftor the Firet World War the spiritusl treditics of libomliss wes
dood. Altdough moot of tho politiclans and industrislis®, mxlevn the
ccaservetive wing of the intellcotuala, wore liberuls, o stroag idec~
logical soweest was sttracting 3 great majority of the youth., Now,
thirty yoars later, wo can o whoro this thinkisg has lod mankisd;
Soodalis in almcet all coustrics of tdo Sontingat, Scolalism
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Tho literal iztellect
by the world ssd overlcoked by tie flow of owr time. The young gener-
aticn, glutted vith t2e pocislist ldess of thelr (nivereity Profesescrs,

1isoral philceoplty founded alzmcet 200 yuars ags by Adax Smith
comtry whick {8 today also avaksning to tho &cedly danger of Soclalie

Profosscy Sayek, who g been Preaident of the
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bomdaries of Sosialist political partics, dut that similar idess,

1. Liverel 1o alwnys uscd hore ia the classical Buropcan scose
ead not in the seseo 1t 1a uwsed in Americs whore it lca becomo iden-
tical wish "left-wing.”
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based on the Socialigt outlook, are to be £

political parties of the middle and even cof the right wing. It ie
not canly the task of the Mont Polorin group to work out & basic doc-
trine for lideralism, but elso to analyze the different forces within
the political parties with a view to finding & way out of the 1deo-
logical chace which still extsts in zmany of the cowntries of owr
Weatern World,



