
AYN RAND 
10,000 TAMPA AVENUE 

CHATSWORTH, CALIFORNIA 

August 1, 1946 

Ur. Leonard E. ~ead 

Tho F'oundation for :Gconomic Education, Inc. 
L2vincton-on-lludson, HeVI York 

Dear Leonard: 

Thallir you for your letter of July 22nd. I see why I 
enjoy political discussions vdth you. I like your way of 
facing and answer-f.ng critici sm. You' re a Lways fair about 
it. 

I shall discuss that 1"'urther in a moment, but first I 
must toll you about a matter pertaining to ANTHEM. I sent 
a copy of AlT'l'IlEH to LIr. Burt MacBride of The Reader t s 
Digest, and I enclose a copy of the letter I received from 
him. I have answe r-e d him, telling him that he must sub­
scribe to The Pr-e cman by all means , and that I would ask 
you to send him copies of your earlier issues. 

It oc cur-r-e d to me t ha.. t it r;light be wor-uh your while to 
meet 1,:r. I'lacDric1e. I have never met him, but mer-e Ly corres­
ponded wt th him, Ylhelj.Fhe wrote me sometime ago requesting an 
article. Her-e is an idea that his letter sugge s t e d to me: 
e.s he states, the Digest publishes only reprints; I bave 
heard it said that vnfen the Digest gets an original article 
wh.Lch it wants to ~int, it first make s ar-r-angomerrt s with 
sone other publication to print it, then acquired the re­
print richts. If this is their actual policy, I t hd.nk 'I'he 
Freeman could be of great service to them by undertaldng 
to print the 1:10re daring and out spoken kind of articles 
.vh.ich otr18rSd01.J_ld be afraid to publish. This is just an 
idea of my O~TI, and ~ would like you to consider whether 
such a possibility i~ worth investigating. 

Incidentally, I wr-ot e Mr. HacBride a five page letter, 
exp.LaLn.Lng how and wb:y books like K:c'avchenko t s make converts 
for COl:1l11unisY11--and I have sent l1.im copies of YJ1Y rrE):TBOOIC or 
;~:.s=nCAlJISI',l, -;"hich he is practically asking for. 

I an enclosing the third issue of my TSXrrBOOK for you. Are 
you, or are you not receiving it directly from The Vigil 
office? 

I hav e not yet read Eose i:Vilder Lane's book r-e vLew for 
AUCjust. T have subscribed to the r-evLew, and shall look 
forward to the Au[;Ust number with int ere st. 

i.ow , to the political discussion of your letter. I fully 
sympathize TIith your aneer at tl~ conservatives Vll~O claim 
that they op)ose compulsion except for their particular pet 
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c:;llSe. =.J,llc,C .i s their usual at.t.t tude , and the one most
 
dELlacinDco OUT' side. Nothing con be done about it, except
 
OJ attackinG it at the source. The so~u~ce is the fact that
 
people have lost all conception of principles. The cure 
has to begin by re-educating them to an understanding of the 
nature of }Jrinciplc)s and of t he i r- application. This is one 
instance that shows that Oill' battle has to be foucht on 
philosophical brounds. 

c.> 

As to your sent ence: "He knows that coercion is de structive, 
e.xc e o t when it is used as no l i,c e force to prevent inter­
fel'e;'ce vri t h )ersonal libGrtyll--the mistake here is in the 
implication, v/h.l oh ?laces the state's police power- in the 
sane catec;ory as it s ~)ower of economic coercion. You did 
not say this explicitly, but the sentence implies it. 

I liked your saying, in Y01Jr letter, that you do not Imow 
wha t an intollectual is. There certainly aren't many 
samp Le s of t ho t specie s ,around us nowadays. An int ellectual 
is a man who t h.inlca , That leaves out most of our contem­
poraries by definition. ~he awful objects who parade as 
profossional Lrrt e Ll.e c t.ua.Ls at present are a bunch of vlOrth­
les3 phonies Dno are mostly pil~= and might as well remain 
30. They wo u l.d do lIS no good on our side. 

','[Il.at vie need a:C"G real intellectuals, that is, thinl:ers.
 
:Gut we cannot 11conver-t." thinkers or llre,gain their devotion".
 
':;"e need t hem to convert us--that is, to teach bus Lne s smen
 
and c ons cz-vat l ve s the'pr'oper kind of philosophy.
 

Such thiw:ers still exist somewhere and we need then
 
desperately. Eo, they are not llfaint hearts ll 

, as you say
 
in your letter. And they have not given up. 'I'hey have
 
been choked off', stopped, :?revented from functioning publicly
 
t.hrough the fault of our busine SS:C18n. You know that for the
 
last fifteen 'rears ovel"y Lezi, timate avenue of expression-­

v ~ ­

~l.e\JS1) Q~JeYj s, :~la2:az=Ll'lC IS, bo 01: p"llbli sl'lill.g 11.0113 e s- -ll.~tS 1) een 
closed to them. All these so-called respectable publica­
tions, owne d by conservatives, have been staffed Ylith pinks 
Ylho ma.i rrt a i.n 0.. blocka-do against all r e a L advocates of our 
side. Only the Hayeka and such other c ompr-omi.s ez-s are 
a.I Lowe d to eGt through, t he kind who do more good to the 
c oramunl s t cause than to our- s , iTo\"i the real t hf.nker-s whom 
we need vlill be hal~c_ to find, be cause they have not been 
a.l Lovre d to l~la~r.e a riarne £'or themselves, to come out in the 
open :Jl1C~ b e eli sc cver-e d , So it's our job to find them. 
.md, :Jelic:rG ;en:, "chat ahcu.Ld be the L10st inportant job of 
your orsanJ.zatlon. 

Itt s not fair ceo call t nom 11 faint heart a'' , wheri they lead 
such a dc sp er-ut.e , LorieLy struggle, against our own side, 
and Jl8.VO no avenue to set into print-- just as I did not 
have for many years. I broke through on my own , and I don! t 
warrt t na t strl)_:-':r-~18 to be as hard for other wrLt er-s of 
Lridlvicluali ,51,1 as it v10..3 for me. Let's clear the riaY for 
them. 



111". Leonard 
-,., 

Read August~. 

/,nCL ',Jhcnover you have a chance to discuss the situation of 
intellectuals with any of YOU1'" big business ba.c.ker s , you 
Dust drive :,'clentlessly, at every opportunity, t owar-d the 
Goal of having them use their influence to clean up the 
TIepublican newspapers and magaZines of their filthy load 
of p Lnks , and to hire the writers of our kind. That should 
be your purpose. Tha.t is the purpo se for which I will fight 
by your side with everything I've got. 

Your fighting "ghost ll , 

i\"Jrrl Rand 


